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Cultural heritage of the Argentine Polish commmunity in the collection of the Polish Army Museum in Buenos
Aires

The Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado, a town in in Buenos Aires province, is the only museum
in South America dedicated to promoting Polish historical and cultural heritage. The museum houses
a collection of unique memorabilia that serve to preserve the memory of Polish soldiers and make
a valuable contribution to the preservation and dissemination of Polish cultural heritage. The Polish
historical and cultural heritage in Argentina is extremely rich and has a long tradition dating back to
the nineteenth century, when the first Poles began to settle on Argentinian lands. By advocating for
Polish cultural heritage beyond the borders of Poland, the museum not only helps prevent it from being
forgotten but also enriches the world’s cultural heritage.

This article analyses the activities of the Polish Army Museum in Buenos Aires by presenting the origins
of its establishment; the characteristics and organisation of its collection; the methods used for storage,
cataloguing and exhibiting; and the results of the inventory of 1,502 exhibits (as of January 2025).
Additionally, the article aims to highlight the role of the museum as an institution responsible for the
protection, documentation, and promotion of Polish historical and cultural heritage in Argentina as well
as its significance in shaping historical memory.

Keyword: cultural heritage, Argentine Polish community, history of Poland, Polish Army Museum,
Buenos Aires

Introduction
Museums play a key role in promoting and preserving historical and cultural heritage. They
are places where valuable artefacts, documents, works of art and other objects that bear witness
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to the past, traditions and national identity are stored.' Their significance in heritage promotion
is manifold and encompasses several crucial aspects.

According to the latest definition by the International Council of Museums ICOM), a
museum is a non-profit, permanent, open-to-the-public institution that acquires, maintains,
studies, communicates and presents the tangible and intangible heritage of humanity for
educational, research and recreational purposes.

Museums have an educational function, offering visitors an opportunity to learn about the
history and culture of various societies, nations and regions.” Through appropriately designed
exhibitions, audio guides and educational materials, visitors can learn details about the traditions,
customs, art ot history of particular periods.” For instance, exhibitions on history can show the
rich political, social and cultural context of a country at different stages of its existence.

Museums are also responsible for storing and preserving valuable collections.* Artefacts,
such as coins, documents, manuscripts, clothing, tools or paintings which may be damaged by
the passage of time are properly preserved so that future generations will have the opportunity
to learn about them. In this way, museums act as guardians of culture and history, ensuring
permanence of knowledge about the past. Through careful cataloguing, documentation and
maintenance of their collections, museums build bridges between the past and the present,
giving contemporary audiences and future generations access to tangible evidence of historical
events, social practices, artistic achievements and cultural traditions.

A museum exhibition should engage not only vision but also other senses, such as hearing
(using sounds approptiate to the nature of the exhibition),” smell and even touch, allowing
interaction with the exhibits.® The use of a harmonious combination of diverse stimuli
heightens visitors’ impressions and emotions, creating a unique atmosphere that distinguishes
the exhibition.” Engaging multiple senses not only enriches the experience for visitors, it
also promotes better retention of information and a deeper understanding of the presented
content. By incorporating interactive elements, such as tactile replicas, period sounds or smells
associated with a particular historical environment, audiences are able to immerse themselves
in the story being told. This educational approach makes the exhibition more attractive, appeals
to a diverse range of age groups and allows people with various learning styles to participate.
It also supports the building of an emotional connection with the presented cultural heritage.

Museum facilities are spaces where national and cultural identity is promoted, both
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locally and internationally.®* One example from Poland is the Warsaw Rising Museum, which
commemorates the events of 1944 while also building a sense of community and national pride
by bringing the Poles’ struggle for freedom closet.” Places of this kind strengthen social bonds
and help shape a sense of belonging to a particular culture.

Museums also play a role in promoting intercultural dialogue by providing an insight into
the cultures of various nations and traditions."
history of immigration or art from different corners of the world contribute to greater tolerance
and understanding between nations."" As a result, museums can constitute a bridge between
different cultures and help build a global community.'” Furthermore, these institutions engage
visitors in active learning through workshops, lectures and educational meetings, promoting
the development of empathy, openness and intercultural awareness among both younger and
older audiences."”

The role and essence of culture and historical heritage in the museum have been addressed
in the studies by many scholars."* Museums play a key role in shaping cultural and historical
identity,” providing a space for reflection on the past and its significance for the present.'
Through the selection and presentation of collections, they enable the study of social
processes,' customs and traditions,'® as well as support the development of critical thinking

International exhibitions on, for example, the

8 ZIEBINSKA-WITEK, Anna. Musealisation of communism, or how to create national identity in historical muse-
ums. In: Muzeoligia a kultiirne dedicstvo, 8(4), 2020, pp. 59-72. ISSN 1339-2205.
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2024, pp. 79-90. https://doi.org/10.12797/1.V.19.2024.38.06. ISSN: 2083-4740.

10 ASHWORTH, Gregory. Planowanie dziedzictwa. In: BRONSKI, Krzysztof et al. (eds.). In: Miasto historyezne. Po-
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304-319. ISBN: 978-83-60088-02-0
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and intercultural awareness.!” These institutions combine educational, research?' and social
functions,” creating a bridge between generations and cultures.”

In the context of historical and cultural heritage, museums not only act as repositories of
the past, they also serve as dynamic educational institutions that engage contemporary societies
in reflecting on history, art and culture.” Through them, heritage is not just a record of past
events, it is a living part of contemporary life.?”

The definition of cultural heritage first appeared in the International Charter of Venice in
1964.* Initally, the only criteria for considering a site to belong to a place’s cultural heritage
were its historical and artistic values. Over time, however, other aspects, such as cultural
value,” identity® and the ability of a given object to influence memory® began to be taken into
account. Thanks to these components, cultural heritage is now also defined in terms of what
contemporary generations want to pass on to future generations — be it through museums or
in other ways, such as monuments and plaques commemorating important events or people
of the past.”’

Heritage is a metacultural process in which external events confer heritage status on an
object. These objects always have clear cultural references, therefore cultural heritage can range
from monumental buildings to intangible traditions, such as dance.”® Studies of cultural and
natural heritage constitute a rapidly growing field.”” According to the Authorised Heritage
Discourse,™ heritage sites should have a rich history, high national significance and be highly

1 STYLIANOU-LAMBERT, Theopist, BOUKAS, Nikolaos and CHRISTODOULOU-YERALI, Marina. Muse-
ums and cultural sustainability: Stakeholders, forces, and cultural policies. In: International Journal of Cultural Policy, 20,
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1852930780.
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rated by experts. However, Smith criticises this approach, arguing that heritage is not just an
object, place or event but a cultural process of remembrance and understanding.” An increasing
number of researchers are approaching heritage not in terms of Authorised Heritage Discourse,
but as a discourse, debate or process.”

Polish cultural and historical heritage in Argentina

Poland has a strong historical and cultural heritage in Argentina dating back to the nineteenth
century.”® The first major waves of Polish immigrants arrived in the country in the early 1880s,
primarily in search of better living conditions after the partition period. They mainly came
from areas that now belong to Poland, such as Galicia.” In Argentina, Poles settled mainly in
the provinces of Buenos Aires, Entre Rios and Misiones.

Polish immigrants made a rich contribution to Argentinian culture, both in terms of
traditions and social life.” Many worked in agticulture® as well as crafts and industry®. As a
result, Polish settlements and villages were established where Polish was spoken and national
traditions were nurtured.” For example, Polish settlements were formed in San Justo, near
Rosatio and Parana, which still bear witness to this heritage today.*

After the Second World War, between 1947—48, around 20,000 Polish veterans — including
several generals, dozens of colonels and many non-commissioned officers — arrived in
Argentina.” They were mainly soldiets of the Second Corps of the Polish Army, commanded
by General Whadystaw Anders.* After the end of World War II, many Polish soldiers and war
refugees were unable to return to their homeland due to the tumultuous political situation,
which included the establishment of a communist regime. In search of a secure place to reside
and work, a significant number of veterans chose to emigrate to Argentina, a country that
actively encouraged immigration and provided favourable conditions for settlement.

* SMITH, Laurajane. El “espejo patrimonial”: illusion narcisista o reflexiones multiples? In: Anfpoda: Revista de
Antropologia y Arqueologia, 2011, pp. 39—-63. ISSN: 1900-5407.
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9860.
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Once on Argentinian land, these soldiers formed a close-knit community, supporting and
helping each other to adapt to the new conditions. All Polish veterans arriving in Argentina
after the end of the war immediately sought work to support themselves and start a new life.*
Poles already living in Argentina provided them with assistance, supporting them in finding
employment and housing, which enabled them to recreate their lives in a foreign homeland.*

The influx of such a large community of Polish soldiers and emigrants after World War
1T created a solid foundation for the establishment of institutions such as the Polish Army
Museum in Martin Coronado. This institution is not limited to collecting exhibits; it also
plays an important role in documenting, protecting and promoting Polish historical and
cultural heritage in Argentina. The collected items, including weapons, uniforms, documents,
photographs, personal memorabilia and everyday objects, constitute tangible evidence of the
presence of Poles abroad and their efforts to preserve their national identity.

The museum also plays an educational and social role, enabling visitors to learn about the
history of Polish soldiers and emigrants, gain insight into their experiences and develop an
appreciation for the significance of Polish culture and tradition in Argentina. Additionally,
the museum serves as a place of remembrance, preserving the history of war veterans,
commemorating emigrants and fostering connections within the dispersed Polish community
in South America.

Formation of the Museum

The Lieutenant Doctor Antoni Solowiej Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado is the
only Polish historical-military institution in Argentina. Since its foundation in 1968, it has been
located on the first floor of the Polish Saturday School of the Millennium of the Baptism of
Poland, on the premises of the Polish Catholic Centre of the Franciscans (Bernardine Friars) in
Martin Coronado.*” Currently, the museum has five renovated rooms; the newest room opened
in autumn 2024.

The museum’s mission is to collect, preserve and store memorabilia related to Polish
Army veterans of the Second World War. Visitors can see uniforms, medals of Polish heroes,
equipment and numerous personal items belonging to veterans who took part in the liberation
of Western Europe, Italy and Poland.

It was Lieutenant Doctor Antoni Sotowiej,” along with other veterans of the Second Corps
of General W. Anders, who took the initiative to create the first Polish Army Museum in
Argentina.” Dr Solowiej was initiated the collection of surviving military memorabilia and was
the lead organiser of the project.”” He inaugurated the museum at a consecration ceremony

 PYZIK, Stanistaw. Los Polacos en la Repiiblica Argentina y América del Sur desde el aio 1812. 1966, Buenos Aires.

% DEMBICZ, Andrzej (ed.). Relagie Polska—Argentyna. Historia i wspilezesnosé. Warszawa. 1996, ISBN: 83-85620-51-6.
T TWAROG, Jerzy Jacek (2018). OO. Franciszkanie (Bernardyni) straznicy polskiego dziedzictwa kulturowego w
Argentynie. Referat wygloszony na II Kongresie Latynoamerykanistycznym im. Ignacego Domeyki ,,40 lat PT-
SL-Polskie badania w Ameryce Lacinskiej: dos§wiadczenia i perspektywy”, pp. 1-10.

# GLOS POLSKI (La Voz de Polonia), Antoni Sotowiej (nekrolog), Buenos Aires, 1984a, Rok LXII — Nr 31 (3976)
z 3 sierpnia 1984, pp. 10.

¥ ZYBERT, Elzbicta Barbara. The role of libraries, archives and musecums (LAM) in the preservation of cultural
heritage: the example of the Polish Catholic Centre in Martin Coronado in Argentina. In: Przeglad Biblioteczny, 87,
2019, pp. 73-90. Available at: http://czasopisma.sbp.pl/przeglad-biblioteczny-2019-special-issue/

3 WIECKOWSKI, Marck (1986). Dr. Antoni Sotowiej w Argentynie (1948-1984). In: Urbariski Edmund Stefan,
Sybwetki Polskie w Ameryce Faciriskiej w XIX i XX wieku (Uczeni, Literaci, Artysci, Kler i Wojskowi), Vol. II, 1991: Artex
Publishing, Inc., The Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences of America, pp. 131-132.
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petformed by Cardinal Wtadystaw Rubin on 13 October 1968.%' To honour the achievements
of Dr Soloviev, the museum was named after him: its current full name is the Lieutenant
Doctor Antoni Sotowiej Polish Army Museum.>

The museum is popular destination for tourists from Poland as well as members of the Polish
community in Argentina. It is also visited by organised school groups, primarily from Buenos
Aires. There are also visitors from other parts of the wotld, such as the United States, Asian
countries (particularly Korea) and Europe, particularly Spain and Italy. Given the museum’s
significance in preserving Polish heritage, it is also a frequent stop for diplomats and politicians
from Poland during business trips, with several visits occurring each year.

Thanks to its rich and diverse collections, the museum attracts historians, anthropologists
and cultural studies scholars from various academic centres, mainly in Poland, who use the
collected materials in their research and publications.

The museum is open on weekdays from 10 am to 4 pm and at weekends by prior arrangement,
which is common practice. During the tour, visitors can listen to a multimedia commentary
(available in Polish, Spanish or English) in each room. The commentary provides information
about the exhibits and an overview of World War I, specifically the involvement of Polish
soldiers in the conflict.

The collections in the museum were acquired through various methods, including both
individual and institutional sources. Some of the exhibits were donated by the families of
Polish World War 1I veterans or by the soldiers themselves. Additionally, the Polish Army
Museum in Warsaw has donated items to the collection, adding unique objects of historical
and cultural significance.

The collections at the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado are meticulously preserved,
carefully stored and fully accessible to visitors. The museum exclusively features permanent
exhibitions, with all items being displayed in glass cases for both protection and educational
purposes. This allows visitors to view and learn about each item in the collection in a safe and
organised manner.

The Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado serves as a cultural and educational
institution with the main objective of collecting, preserving and showcasing Polish historical
and cultural heritage in Argentina. The museum operates under a regulated statute that
outlines its responsibilities, organisational structure and operational guidelines within the
Polish community. The institution operates with the support of Polish associations and its
own administrative staff. This staff includes individuals who are responsible for maintaining
the collections, coordinating exhibitions and conducting educational and scientific initiatives.

The museum is led by Jerzy Twardg, its curator and current administrator, who offers
professional and informative guidance to visitors. He plays a crucial role in ensuring the
smooth operation of the institution, overseeing the proper storage of exhibits and making the
collections accessible to a diverse audience.

Admission to the museum is free, although the museum accepts voluntary donations from
visitors which support its activities and promotion, contributing to the maintenance and
further development of the institution. This type of financing model promotes knowledge

' RAWA-JASINSKI, Aleksander (1968). Historyczna Wizyta (XI). In: Kurier Polski. Buenos Aires, Rok XII — Nr 589
z 12 grudnia, pp. 3. ISSN: 0324-1064.

2 GESLA, Ryszard Kazimierz (2022). Dzialalnosé misyjna i polonijna bernardynéw w Argentynie (1957-2018).
Rozprawa doktorska napisana na Wydziale Teologicznym UKSW, w Katedrze Misjologii, pod kierunkiem O. Prof.
Dra Hab. Jaroslawa Rézatiskiego, Warszawa, pp. 1-241.
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about Polish historical and cultural heritage in Argentina and strengthens the museum’s role as
a guardian of historical memory about Polish soldiers and the émigré community.

Thanks to financial support from the Senate of the Republic of Poland and the Polish
Community Association, the museum was renovated in 2017. Upon completion of the
renovation, the new exhibition, occupying four halls, was ceremonially opened on December
17, 2017. In 2024, the museum was expanded with an additional hall and enriched with several
hundred new exhibits. It is now one of the largest and richest Polish military museums in South
America in terms of collections.

Objective and methods

This study explores how the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado carries out tasks
related to documenting, protecting and presenting Polish historical and cultural heritage in
Argentina, and examines the significance of the collections with regard to the memory of
Polish soldiers and the émigré community.

Another objective of the study was to identify elements of Poland’s cultural heritage in
Argentina present due to the collecting and gathering museum exhibits. This was achieved
through an inventory and library search of relevant archives in Buenos Aires: in Domeyki
Library, located in Polish House, and in the archives of the Bernardine Friars in Martin
Coronado.

Aninventory of all the objects in the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado was created,
categorised according to the various rooms of the museum, along with a list of the original
owners of the various artefacts in the museum. The inventory of museum artefacts was made
by the authors in December 2024 and in January 2025.

The inventory was compiled in a systematic and thorough manner, following museum
principles. Each exhibit was carefully identified and catalogued, taking into consideration its
key characteristics such as its name, type, material, dimensions, condition, origin and date
of acquisition or donation. The process utilised both paper and electronic documentation,
enabling continuous monitoring of the condition of the collections and their placement within
specific rooms of the museum.

While cataloguing individual objects, they were carefully allocated to the appropriate
museum rooms, taking into account their subject matter, function and historical context. The
collected objects were arranged according to type and historical significance, making them easy
to present and accessible to visitors, while also facilitating future research into the history of
Polish military heritage in Argentina.

Exhibits collected at the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado

Currently (as of January 2025), the museum has 1,502 exhibits located in five halls (Appendix
1). The exhibits belonged to, among others, 69 Polish WWII veterans (Appendix 2) most of
whom served in the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division, the 5th Border Infantry Division, or the 2nd
Warsaw Armoured Division. Former Polish soldiers donated salvaged personal effects from
camps in Russia and Germany, such as chasubles, prayer books, medicines from the war first
aid kit, spoons, mess kits, pots, glasses and many others items to the museum.

The Museum contains memorabilia from many heroes who contributed to the success of the
Polish Army, including figures such as General Jerzy Zawisza, Lieutenant Jan Gilowski (Photo
1), Captain Pilot Antoni Zebrowski (Photo 2), Captain Pilot Marek Jan Czerwirniski, Colonel
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Wiadystaw Dabrowski (Photo 3), Lieutenant Franciszek Slusarz (Photo 4), Naval Officer Luis
Enrique Raczkowski (Photo 5) and Second Lieutenant Jerzy Wojno (Photo 6). Their stories,
achievements and sacrifices constitute an important part of the exhibition, reminding us of the
indomitable struggle and dedication of those who took part in the key events of the Second
World War, both on the European front and beyond.

Photo 1: Memorabilia from Catanﬂ /ou/&éoto: K. Photo 2: Memorabilia from Captain Pilot

Zi6 kowska-Weiss. @ﬂ{oﬂi Zebrowski. Photo: K. Ziétkowska-
eiss.

Photo 3: Memorabilia from Colonel W iadystaw Photo 4: Memorabilia from Lientenant Franciszek
Dabrowski. Photo: K. Ziétkowska-Weiss. Slusarz. Photo: K. Zidtkowska-Weiss.
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Photo 5: Memorabilia from Lientenant Luis  Photo 6: Memorabilia from Second Lieutenant Jerzy Wojno.

Enrique Raczfowski. Photo: K. Zidétkowska-  Photo: K. Ziétkowska-Weiss.
Weiss.

The Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado serves as
a poignant reminder of the cruel manifestations of evil that
took place during the Second World War. It not only pays
tribute to all those who were involved in the Second World
Wiar, but also to soldiers of Polish descent who fought in the
Falklands War in the Malvinas Islands in 1982. It honours
all courageous individuals who became symbols of sacrifice
and martyrdom in the face of unimaginable suffering and
death. One such figure is Saint Father Maximilian Maria
| Kolbe (Photo 7), a Franciscan who gave his life for another
% man in the Auschwitz—Birkenau camp. Through its exhibits,
sheds light on the tragic fate of victims, while highlighting the
inspiring stories of saints who offered hope and selflessness
during the darkest times in history.

Photo 7: Chasuble Saint Father Maximilian Maria Kolbe. Photo:
K. Ziétkowska-Weiss.
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The museum also houses memorabilia related to the founders of the monastery, church
and Polish school in the town of Martin Coronado: Fathers Justinian Maciaszek and Andrzej
Smolen. The Polish Catholic Centre of the Franciscan Fathers in Martin Coronado,

colloquially referred to as “Maciaszkowe” by Polish people living in Argentina, acquired
its name in honour of Father Justinian Maciaszek. One of the most valuable exhibits in the
museum is the original red and white flag from the 1944 Warsaw Uprising (Photo 8), which
belonged to the women’s scout troop of the Zoska Battalion in Martin Coronado. This flag
is a symbol of the heroic struggle and serves as a unique memento of the Polish scouting

movement abroad.

Photo 8: Red and white flag from the 1944 Warsaw Uprising. Photo: K. Ziotkowska-Weiss.

There are currently five rooms in the museum. In the first room (Photo 9) is a gallery
featuring 22 paintings by Licutenant Jan Gilowski, who was a painter as well as a soldier.
These priceless Second World War-themed works depict the Carpathians and were painted on
canvases in soldiers’ tents during the stay of the Second Corps in Persia and other parts of the
world. They go further than depicting the heroic struggle of the Polish soldiers, as they also
bear witness to the emotions and memories of those who fought for freedom. The room also
displays the symbols of 16 Polish Air Force battalions, also painted by Gilowski. In one corner
there is a large metal suitcase belonging to the soldier Wtadystaw Sempolifski, accompanied
by two field beds and a sleeping bag, providing a glimpse into soldiers’ daily life during the war.
The exhibition thus conveys a powerful artistic message while also allowing visitors to feel a
sense of closeness to the history created by the heroes of that time.

The second room of the museum (Photo 10) showcases exhibits related to Polish veterans
of the Second World War, as well as memorabilia of Argentine soldiers of Polish descent who
played a significant role in the 1982 Falklands (Malvinas) War against the United Kingdom.
Among the items on display are uniforms of Polish heroes, such as General Jerzy Zawisza,
Captain Pilot Marek Czerwinski and naval officer Luis Raczkowski. For younger visitors, there
is a collection of 45 miniature combat aircraft and a fighter pilot’s catapult, providing an in-
teractive experience of military aviation history. A shell core from the General Belgrano war-
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4

Photo 9: The first roon: of the musenm. Photo: K. Ziétkowska-Weiss.

ship, donated to the museum by veterans of the Malvinas War from the town of Concordia,
is another valuable exhibit. These memorabilia not only serve as a testament to bravery and
sacrifice, they also hold great historical significance, uniting different generations and peoples
in the remembrance of shared struggles.

Photo 10: Second room of the musenm. Photo: K. Zidtkowska-Weiss.

The third room of the museum (Photo 11) houses the Relics of St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe,
a Polish Franciscan and martyr of the Auschwitz—Birkenau camp. The presence of these relics
gives the room a spiritual dimension, recalling the sacrifice and steadfast faith that were the
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foundation of the lives of many who went through the hell of war. The room also contains
prayer books that belonged to Polish soldiers as well as more than a dozen uniforms that
were worn by military heroes. Numerous crosses, medals and decorations belonging to Second
World War veterans are displayed in illuminated showcases as symbols of their courage and
sacrifice. Four more paintings created during the war by Lieutenant Jan Gilowski hang on the
walls, alongside numerous map, which provide both an artistic and emotional record of those
tragic events. This room is full of stories and memories that touch visitors” hearts, making them
reflect on human suffering, faith and hope in the darkest of times.

e
Photo 11: Third room of the musenm. Photo: K. Zidtkowska-Weiss.

In the fourth room (Photo 12), the flags of Poland and Argentina are prominently displayed,
serving as a powerful symbol of the strong relationship and shared heritage between the two
nations. The room itself is adorned with glass display cases illuminated to showcase the exhibits
within. Additionally, the walls are adorned with maps generously donated by the Honorary
Consul of the Republic of Poland, Enrique Juan Koprowski of Comodoro Rivadavia. These
maps, described in both Polish and Spanish, depict the movements of military forces during
the Second World War (1939-45) in Poland and around the world. At the heart of the room is
a special exhibit — a Polish flag from the 1944 Warsaw Uprising, serving as a poignant symbol
of heroism and unwavering determination.

This room showcases the uniforms worn by Polish veterans during the war and in exile in
Argentina, as well as memorabilia from 24 soldiers from the Vistula River. Among the items
on display are those belonging to notable figures such as Antoni Solowiej — the founder of
the museum, Jerzy Zawisza, Antoni Zebrowski, Wiadystaw Dabrowski and Franciszek Slusatz.
In addition to cornets, berets and caps, the exhibition also features crosses, medals, personal
documents and ID cards of Polish soldiers. This room is a unique highlight of the museum,
offering a glimpse into the individual stories of these heroes and the broader context of the
wartime and emigration experiences of Polish soldiers.
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Photo 12: Fourth room of the musenm. Photo: K. Ziétkowska-Weiss.

The new hall (Photo 13), which opened in November 2024, contains exhibits dedicated
to Colonel Wincenty Sobocifski (Photo 14), a war hero who displayed great courage and
dedication during the Second World War. He was born on July 14, 1894 in Murzynno, Poland,
and joined the Polish Army after the outbreak of war. Sobocinski was the last head of the
Military Department of the General Commissariat of the Republic of Poland in the Free City
of Gdansk.

Photo 13: The new hall of the musenm.Photo: K. Photo 14: Museum Memorabilia of Wincent
Zi6lkowska-Weiss. Sobociriski. Photo: K. Zidtkowska-Weiss.

82



Muzeoldgia a kultarne dedic¢stvo, 1/2026

Sobocinski fought on various fronts, ultimately becoming a member of the Polish armed
forces, taking part in many dramatic events of the war. After the end of hostilities he found
himself in exile in Argentina, where he died on July 29, 1959. On November 7, 2023, his
remains were exhumed from St Isabella’s cemetery in Merlo (Buenos Aires) and given a farewell
by the Argentinean Polish community at Marian Sanctuary in Lujan. Thanks to the efforts of
the Colonel Wincenty Sobociniski Association, his ashes were brought back to Poland by Father
Jerzy Jacek Twardg on 23 December 2023 and placed in the St Bridget’s Church in Gdansk. On
August 31, 2024, farewell ceremonies were held in Gdansk and at Westerplatte in the presence
of representatives of state authorities. The following day, Colonel Sobocifiski was laid to rest
in his hometown of Murzynno with a military ceremony. The Polish Army Museum in Martin
Coronado, Buenos Aires now houses a dedicated hall showcasing the history and exhibits of
Colonel Wincent Sobocifiski.

It is worth quoting the words of historians Elzbieta Zybert and Elzbieta Maruszak, who
stated after visiting that

The restoration of the museum has made it possible to secure and classify the exhibits it
contains in a professional manner and has opened its doors wide to compatriots and all those
interested in the history of the twentieth century. Undoubtedly, through the power of the
authentic objects it exhibits, it provides a valuable reference point and perhaps a supplement to
the history of the Second World War.>

Thanks to the conducted renovation, the museum has become even more valuable as a place
that not only collects historical memorabilia but effectively conveys knowledge about one of
the most important petiods in the history of the twentieth century.™

Conclusions

Cultural heritage, in museum terms, is a set of values, norms, traditions and human creations
that shape national, regional or local identity.” In the context of a museum, it acts as a cartier of
knowledge about the past and a living testimony of human experience. Cultural heritage stored
in the form of artefacts, works of art, documents or traditions is central to understanding
human history and forms a bridge between the past and the present.*

The results of the study confirm that the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado, Buenos
Aires, carries out tasks related to documenting, protecting and presenting Polish historical and
cultural heritage in Argentina in a consistent and comprehensive manner. The institution collects
and systematically catalogues artefacts from Polish soldiers and their families, as well as from
Polish community organisations and national museums, enabling the preservation authentic
testimonies regarding the fate of Polish veterans in South America. Through the thematic
arrangement of exhibits, their proper conservation and public accessibility, the museum serves
as a centre for reconstructing Polish military history outside the borders of the country.

3 ZYBERT, Elzbicta Barbara and MARUSZAK, Elzbicta. Do Polski idziemy przez caly swiat. Karpategyey na obrazach
Jana Gilowskiego. Warszawa: Oficyna Wydawnicza Aspra-JR, 2018, p. 9. ISBN 978-83-7557-304-6.

* TWAROG, Jerzy Jacek. Muzeum Wojska Polskiego im. Por. Dra Antoniego Solowicja w Martin Coronado. In:
Nurt S17D, 153, 2023, pp. 333—345. ISSN: 1898-019X.

5 BURSIEWICZ, Natalia. Architurystyka (Turystyka architektoniczna): w poszukiwaniu ,,spektakularnych” obick-
tow. In: Turystyka Kulturowa, 5, 2019, pp. 7-26. ISSN: 2084-2265.

S TILDEN, Freeman (2019). Interpretagia dziedzichva. Poznad: Wydawnictwo Centrum Turystyki Kulturowej TRAKT.
ISBN: 978-83-62415-46-5.
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The role and essence of culture and heritage in a museum are invaluable as these institutions
perform educational, social and cultural functions. Museums are spaces where objects that have
historical, artistic, scientific and cultural value are stored, studied and displayed. Through them,
cultural heritage — both tangible and intangible — can be passed on to future generations and
become accessible to a wide audience.””

As partof its educational activities, the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado cooperates
on a permanent basis with the Millennium of the Baptism of Poland Polish Saturday School
in Martin Coronado (Buenos Aires), which is attended by children from the Polish community
in order to learn the Polish language and culture. Furthermore, the institution maintains active
contacts with the Polish House in Buenos Aires. Within the framework of this cooperation, the
museum organises annual meetings and educational events on key national dates, such as Polish
National Flag Day on May 2 and National Independence Day on November 11.

During these celebrations, special attention is paid to cultivating Polish identity and
commemorating the history of Polish soldiers. The meetings at the museum include guided
tours of the exhibitions combined with an introductory lecture, while the cooperation with the
school includes educational workshops during which children solve educational tasks, engage in
art projects and sing Polish patriotic songs. These activities facilitate practical implementation
of the educational and cultural program, enabling the young Polish diaspora to gain a deeper
understanding of national history and traditions.

Museums, through their role in the protection of cultural heritage, help to preserve unique
objects that may have significance not only for a particular community, but also for humanity
as a whole.”™® Museums thus become institutions that cultivate values and traditions, promote
cultural diversity and foster social integration and intercultural dialogue.”

Furthermore, in the contemporary world, museums serve both as preservers of history and
as educators, providing engaging spaces for visitors.”’ They offer opportunities for individuals
to gain a deeper understanding of the past and its influence on the present, as well as to
reflect on the future.”" In this sense, museums play a crucial role in shaping cultural and social
identities, promoting respect for diversity and fostering understanding of different cultures and
traditions.”

Thanks to its activities, the Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado enjoys a great deal
of interest from compatriots from Poland, including official government delegations as well
as the Argentine population. These unique memorabilia not only nurture Polishness, they also
preserve the memory of Polish soldiers, making a huge contribution to the preservation and
dissemination of Polish cultural heritage and protecting it from oblivion.

7 LEWIS, Geoffrey. (ed.). Running a Musenm: A Practical Handbook. ICOM. Available at: http://icom.museum/up-
loads/tx_hpoindexbdd/practical_handbook.pdf [Retrieved April, 11, 2025]. 2004, ISBN: 978-92-9012-357-3.
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The Polish Army Museum in Martin Coronado plays a crucial role in promoting Polish
heritage activities outside of Poland, preserving and enhancing the world’s cultural legacy
by showcasing unique aspects of Polish history and its heroes. Through documenting and
promoting events related to Polish history, the museum serves as an educational tool that
helps shape a modern sense of patriotism, offering reminders of important moments in the
past while encouraging creative thinking and reflection on the value of tradition and national
heritage. Thanks to the museum, successive generations are able to develop a deep respect for
their history and become aware of their roots, while remaining open to dialogue with other
cultures and the world.

Although it may seem that the future of museology will be heavily influenced by the
development of narrative multimedia museums,” the author of this article believes that
authentic exhibits will remain at the heart of any exhibition. It serves as an introduction and
starting point for telling a captivating story, creating specific scenes and images, and providing
a multidimensional understanding of the subject matter for visitors. The Polish Army Museum
in Martin Coronado will undoubtedly fulfil this function, bringing the history of Polish heroes
fighting on the front lines closer not only to the Argentinean Polish community but also to
tourists from around the world.
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Appendix 1. The Inventory of Exchibits of the Lieutenant Doctor Antoni Sotowiej Polish Army Museum in Martin
Coronado, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina (as of January 2025).

The ab exhibits to the persons
GALLERY | GALLERY Il GALLERY Il GALLERY IV GALLERY U Painters:
Lp] Hame and surname Lp Name and surname Lo, Na Lp] e Name and sumame
1 Arendan Ryszard [eutenant] 1 Jerzy lewiowic: (Generall | waksymiian m Kome (Reiks] 1 [ fl | Gllgushi
2 Wiaza Jorsy IGanaral 7 Bunawsh Jan (SerReant) 2 awisza Jerry (General F T iustynian Macasiek af. 2] Supoiinski wacystaw Leatenann
3 Tebrowik] IO [PIMajo] 3l Crssowsi Mloksander (Corparal 3 Balinchi an 3 ‘Cronwinaxi Marex [Corporall
a Slusars Franciszck [Lisutenant] 4! Dabeawcki Vit dyslaw (Colanal) a Butryk Jazar a Donocik Jan (Lance Sergeant]
5 Terzy Wajna [second Liewenant] B egwisto yier [Coporal] 5 Dipace Adela Hicala s Fioc Wiadysiam
[ Tamas Gugaia (Colnel] 6| Fparczyk faman |Carparal] [ Doraoek Wanda g| Fioc Al
7 Staastaw Koveal [Major] 7] Floekawski Akksander |Eolones) 7 Dorabek stansiw 7 Howak Tadeuss
® Wincenty Saboarsl [Colone] B Godrksz Wiachstaw (Sergoant] ® Filpoiwics Jaze | Facrhorw Lufs Enique
B Jerry Bacak Twardg (Maor] <! Gruszeck Saofan |Sergeant] B Raepcryhnk Michal |Ganeral)
(9] Waznierz Dhgchl o} Tangraw-Dawgalta Krystyna [ 10| siarbek heut.

11] b Walkawsii 1 Kowallk iikicr [sergeanty 11 Loan (Prvate}
12, 1630t Pisudski (Marshal 1 Sr_Jeray Jef Lakamiak (Cagtaing 12 Siczok Edward [Lance Sergeant|
13 Foman Flarcoyk 13| Macar losof (Msjoe) 13| Seachnik fan |Honorary Cansul of Paland)
13| Rudolf ignacy Leroch. oot [Colonel 1] Ernil Cawlorecht 13 Tocaylowst Windnimier:
15 lgracy Oficer] x| luramshl Froranim 15 =

1] Howak Antan {Uieutenant] 1, Walart ynawicz stecepd G

17] SgpalinGki Wianysiz [Leatenant 17] stk BBt (Ueuaenant]

15| sepolificka Danuta (Viarsaw ¥ 18 Zimruz shzet |sergeant)

13| Solowie] Antani {Uautenant, Prd) 15 Loanard Wasks [Majar|

0 Sasjener Rajmund [sergeant] 20 Fawecki Krol [Seccnd Lestenant]

7 Tysthomn Wisdystaw 21| Cramackl Wisdhram {Lance Sergeant]

23| ilawsk Jan {Heutenant]
FE) Zychowicz Stefan

Appendix 2. The above-mentioned exhibits belonged to the following persons.
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